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CONFIDENTIAL BAGHDAD 0596 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR IZ 

SUBJECT: IRAQI COMMUNIST NEWSPAPER HIGHLIGHTS ARAFAT 
VISIT TO MOSCOW 

REF: BAGHDAD 578 

1 . TARIQ AL-SHAAB, MOUTHPIECE OF IRAQI COMMUNIST PARTY, 

FEATURES REPORT ON ARAFAT VISIT TO SOVIET UNION AS 
LEAD ARTICLE IN ITS ISSUE OF APRIL 7. HEADLINED AS 
"ARAFAT VALUES POSITIONS OF SOVIET UNION ON PALESTINIAN 
ISSUE" ARTICLE, DRAWING HEAVILY ON TASS, IS IMPLIED 
REBUTTAL TO BAATH PARTY CRITICISM OF SOVIET MIDDLE 
EAST POLICY (REFTEL). PROMINENT COVERAGE OF ARAFAT 
VISIT IS ALL THE MORE SIGNIFICANT SINCE OTHER BAGHDAD 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BAGHDA 00596 091057Z 

PAPERS ARE DEVOTED ALMOST ENTIRELY TO ANNIVERSARY OF 
BAATH PARTY. NON-COMMUNIST NEWSPAPERS HAVE VIRTUALLY 
IGNORED ARAFAT VISIT AND DO NOT REPORT HIS PRAISE OF 
SOVIET POSITION. 

2. COMMENT: COMMUNIST PARTY OF IRAQ HAS ESTABLISHED 
ITS DISTINCT APPROACH TO SOVIET POLICY ON MIDDLE EAST 
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BY HIGHLIGHTING STATEMENTS BY ARAFAT AND GROMYKO 
IN MOSCOW. ARAFAT HAS STILL ESCAPED DIRECT CRITICISM 
HERE FOR HIS INVOLVEMENT IN SETTLEMENT EFFORTS. CPI 
APPROACH IS SUBTLE IN THAT PARTY CONTINUES TO AVOID 
DIRECT CLASH WITH REGIME OVER ANTI-SOVIET COMMENTARY 
IN IRAQI PRESS. NONETHELESS, BAATH PARTY LEADERSHIP 
IS LIKELY TO TAKE DIM VIEW OF JUDGMENT BY TARIQ AL-SHAAB 
EDITORIAL STAFF ON WHAT NEWS TO EMPHASIZE, WITHIN 
FRAMEWORK OF TIGHT NEWS MANAGEMENT BY GOI. 

WILEY 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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